
 

Sec. 9. Section 19a-59 of the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu 

thereof: (a) EACH INSTITUTION, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 19a-490, THAT PROVIDES 

CHILDBIRTH SERVICE SHALL, NOT LATER THAN JULY 1, 2000, INCLUDE A 

UNIVERSAL NEWBORN HEARING SCREENING PROGRAM AS PART OF ITS 

STANDARD OF CARE AND SHALL ESTABLISH A MECHANISM FOR COMPLIANCE 

REVIEW. THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SUBSECTION SHALL NOT APPLY TO ANY 

INFANT WHOSE PARENTS OBJECT TO HEARING SCREENING AS BEING IN 

CONFLICT WITH THEIR RELIGIOUS TENETS AND PRACTICE. [(a)] (b) The Department 

of Public Health shall establish a plan to implement and operate a program of early identification 

of infant hearing impairment. The purpose of such plan shall be to: (1) Identify infants at high 

risk of having hearing impairments; (2) notify parents of such infants of the risk; (3) inform 

parents of resources available to them for further testing and treatment, including rehabilitation 

services for such infants, and (4) inform parents of financial assistance available through the 

Department of Public Health, including, but not limited to, parental eligibility criteria, which 

may result in reduced cost or no cost to parents for testing, evaluation or treatment, including 

rehabilitation of such infants. [(b)] The department shall develop such plan in consultation with 

persons including, but not limited to, pediatricians, otolaryngologists, audiologists, educators and 

parents of deaf and hearing impaired children. [The plan shall be submitted by the department to 

the Governor and to the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of 

the Department of Public Health not later than February 1, 1982. The department shall hold a 

public hearing on the plan at least thirty days prior to its submittal.]  

 


