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Bl LL NUMBER: AB 2651 CHAPTERED 09/ 19/ 06

CHAPTER 335

FI LED W TH SECRETARY OF STATE SEPTEMBER 19, 2006
APPROVED BY GOVERNOR SEPTEMBER 19, 2006
PASSED THE ASSEMBLY AUGUST 31, 2006
PASSED THE SENATE AUGUST 30, 2006
AMENDED | N SENATE AUGUST 22, 2006
AMENDED | N SENATE AUGUST 7, 2006
AMENDED | N ASSEMBLY MAY 26, 2006
AMENDED I N ASSEMBLY MAY 11, 2006
AMENDED | N ASSEMBLY MAY 8, 2006
AMENDED | N ASSEMBLY MAY 3, 2006
AMENDED | N ASSEMBLY APRIL 6, 2006

| NTRODUCED BY  Assenbly Menber Jones
FEBRUARY 24, 2006

An act to anmend Sections 124116.5, 124118, 124118.5, and 124119 of
the Health and Safety Code, relating to public health.

LEGQ SLATI VE COUNSEL' S DI GEST

AB 2651, Jones Newborns: hearing screening.

The exi sting Newborn and I nfant Hearing Screening, Tracking, and
Intervention Act requires that every California Children's Services
(CCS) - approved general acute care hospital with |icensed perinatal
services offer all parents of a newborn, upon birth adm ssion, a
hearing screening test for the identification of hearing | oss, using
prot ocol s approved by the State Departnent of Health Services or its
desi gnee.

This bill would, instead, require that this hearing screening be
offered to every newborn, upon birth adm ssion, by every general
acute care hospital with |icensed perinatal services, and woul d nmake
rel ated changes to the program It would require certain hospitals
t hat have not been approved by the CCS program to contract for the
provi sion of this service.

This bill would provide that its provisions shall becone operative
on January 1, 2008.
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

SECTION 1. Section 124116.5 of the Health and Safety Code is
amended to read:

124116.5. (a) (1) Every general acute care hospital with |icensed
perinatal services in this state shall adm nister to every newborn,
upon birth adm ssion a hearing screening test for the identification
of hearing |oss, using protocols approved by the departnent or its
desi gnee.

(2) In order to neet the departnent's certification criteria, a
general acute care hospital shall be responsible for devel oping a
screeni ng programthat provides conpetent hearing screening, utilizes
appropriate staff and equi pnment for admnistering the testing,
conpl etes the testing prior to the newborn's di scharge froma newborn
nursery unit, refers infants with abnornmal screening results,
mai ntai ns and reports data as required by the departnent, and
provi des physician and fam | y-parent education.

(b) A hearing screening test provided for pursuant to subdivision
(a) shall be perforned by a |licensed physician, |icensed registered
nurse, licensed audiologist, or an appropriately trained individual
who is supervised in the performance of the test by a licensed health
care professional.

(c) Every general acute care hospital that has not been approved
by the California Children Services (CCS) program and that has
| i censed perinatal services that provides care in less than 100
births annually shall, if it does not directly provide a hearing
screening test, enter into an agreenent with an outpatient infant
hearing screening provider certified by the departnent to provide
hearing screening tests.

(d) This section shall not apply to any newborn whose parent or
guardi an objects to the test on the grounds that the test is in
violation of his or her beliefs.

SEC. 2. Section 124118 of the Health and Safety Code is anended to
read:

124118. The departnment or its designee shall provide every
general acute care hospital that has |icensed perinatal services, or
neonatal intensive care unit (NICU), as specified in Section 123975,
witten information on the current and nost effective neans avail abl e
to screen the hearing of newborns and infants, and shall provide
techni cal assistance and consultation to these hospitals in
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devel opi ng a system of screening each newborn and infant receiving
care at the facility. The information shall also include the
mechani smfor referral of newborns and infants wth abnornmal test
resul ts.

SEC. 3. Section 124118.5 of the Health and Safety Code is anended
to read:

124118.5. (a) The departnment shall establish a systemof early
hearing detection and intervention centers that shall provide
t echni cal assistance and consultation to hospitals in the startup and
ongoi ng i npl enentation of a facility hearing screening program and
foll owup system

(b) The early hearing detection and intervention centers shall be
chosen by the departnent according to standards and criteria
devel oped by the California Children's Services (CCS) program Each
center shall be responsible for a separate geographic catchnent area
as determ ned by the program

(c) Each center shall be required to develop a systemthat shall
provi de outreach and education to hospitals in its catchnment area,
approve hospitals on behalf of the departnent for participation as
newborn hearing screening providers, maintain a database of all
newborns and infants screened in the catchnent area, ensure
appropriate followp for newborns and infants with an abnor nal
hearing screening, including diagnostic evaluation and referral to
I ntervention services prograns if the newborn or infant is found to
have a hearing | oss, and provide coordination with the CCS and | ocal
early intervention prograns as defined in Title 14 (commencing with
Section 95000) of the Governnent Code.

SEC. 4. Section 124119 of the Health and Safety Code is anended to
read:

124119. (a) The departnent shall devel op and inplenent a
reporting and tracking systemfor newborns and infants tested for
hearing | oss.

(b) The system shall provide the departnent with information and
data to effectively plan, establish, nonitor, and eval uate the
Newborn and I nfant Hearing Screening, Tracking and Intervention
Program including the screening and foll owup conponents, as well as
t he conprehensi ve system of services for newborns and infants who are
deaf or hard-of-hearing and their famlies.

(c) Every general acute care hospital with |licensed perinatal
services, or NNICU in this state shall report to the departnent or the
departnent's designee information as specified by the departnent to
be included in the departnent's reporting and tracking system

(d) Al providers of audiological followp and di agnostic services
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provi ded under this article shall report to the departnent or the
departnent's designee information as specified by the departnent to
be included in the departnent's reporting and tracking system

(e) The information conpiled and naintained in the tracking system
shal|l be kept confidential in accordance with Chapter 5 (comrencing
with Section 10850) of Part 1 of Division 9 of the Wlfare and
Institutions Code, the Information Practices Act of 1977 (Chapter 1
(commencing with Section 1798) of Title 1.8 of Part 4 of Division 3
of the Cvil Code), and the applicable requirenents and provisions of
Part C of the federal Individuals with D sabilities Education Act
(20 U.S.C. Sec. 1475 et seq.).

(f) Data collected by the tracking systemobtained directly from
t he nedi cal records of the newborn or infant shall be for the
confidential use of the departnent and for the persons or public or
private entities that the departnent deternm nes are necessary to
carry out the intent of the reporting and tracking system

(g) A health facility, clinical |aboratory, audiologist,
physi ci an, regi stered nurse, or any other officer or enployee of a
health facility or |aboratory or enployee of an audi ol ogi st or
physi cian, shall not be crimnally or civilly liable for furnishing
i nformation to the departnent or its designee pursuant to the
requi rements of this section.

SEC. 5. Sections 1 to 4, inclusive, of this act shall becone

operative on January 1, 2008.
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