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Chapter 2 • Communication Options
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Chapter 6 (continued)
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Chapter 7 (continued)
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Chapter 8 (continued)
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Chapter 10 • Educational Settings
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Chapter 11 (continued)
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County, Pennsylvania, and
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summers as an Outward
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years. His current research
interests include teacher
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and their families.
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Chapter 13 • Literacy Growth & Development
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Fontbonne University in
St. Louis, MO. She also
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credentials include a BA in
Deaf Education and MA
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in Special Education. Her
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Paula is the director of a
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and about reading to people
She is a past president of
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the Alexander Graham
Dr. Robertson became
Bell Association Academy
interested in the dilemma of
for Listening and Spoken
low literacy levels in individuals
Language. Dr. Robertson holds
with hearing loss when her
a BA in English from Denison
daughter was diagnosed with a
University, an MA in Reading
severe-to-profound hearing impairment, and she began
and Language from Northwestern University, and a
to research the effects of an auditory-verbal approach
PhD in Reading from The Ohio State University. She
for young children. She has written Literacy Learning for
can be reached at robertson@denison.edu.
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Chapter 14 • Deaf/Hard of Hearing Students with Disabilities
Dr. Christy M. Borders is a
leader in addressing the needs
of students who are deaf
or hard of hearing (D/HH)
with additional disabilities—
particularly autism spectrum
disorders (ASDs). She has spent
considerable time identifying
gaps in literature and potential
interventions for use with this
population of students. Dr.
Borders’s research stems from
personal classroom and clinical
experiences that involved
this particular population.
She has extensive academic
and clinical experience and
training in serving students
who are D/HH and those with
ASD. Her undergraduate and
graduate degrees both focused
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on education of D/HH
students. In addition, Dr.
Borders has over 10 years
of clinical, classroom, and
administrative experience
working with individuals with
disabilities. She furthered her
academic and research skills
and experiences through
doctoral studies in the area
of Special Education in order
to attain additional strategies
for D/HH students who have
comorbid disabilities. Dr.
Borders’s research has focused
on the interventions that
teachers of the deaf utilize
with this population and
differences in educational
services with the presence of
an additional disability.

Dr. Stacey Jones Bock has
spent the past 20 years
researching the area of
autism spectrum disorders
(ASDs) and supporting
children and youth and
their families. Her formal
training in ASD came from
the University of Kansas,
where upon completion
of her dissertation, she
coauthored the Asperger
Syndrome Diagnostic Scale
(ASDS) in 2000. The ASDS
was the first diagnostic
instrument published to aide
in the diagnosis of Asperger
Disorder after its inclusion to
the Diagnostic and Statistical
Manual of Mental Disorders
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(DSM)-IV. Dr. Bock is
currently under contract
with Pro-Ed International
for norming and renaming
the diagnostic tool (Autism
Spectrum Diagnostic ScaleHF) for proper fit with the
DSM-5th Edition, and the
expected publication timeline
is within the next 12 months.
In the past 5 years, she has
spent a great deal of time
expanding her research to
children and youth with a
comorbid diagnosis of ASD
and hearing loss. Her passion
for the area came from
supporting children with a
dual diagnosis, their teachers,
and their families.
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Chapter 14 (continued)
Kristi M. Probst is a Project
and teacher for students
Kristi M. Probst, MS
Specialist and the Intervener
with learning disabilities.
and Qualified Personnel
Kristi has served as both the
Initiative Lead for the National
student representative for the
Center on Deaf-Blindness.
Association for the Education
Her doctoral studies at
and Rehabilitation of the Blind
Illinois State University
& Visually Impaired (AER)
focused on educating learners
Board of Directors and Chair
with deafblindness. She
of the student council, is the
is a National Leadership
Chair-elect of AER Division
Consortium in Sensory
3 (Multiple Disabilities/
Disabilities scholar and holds
Deafblind), and is a member of
licensures in Special Education
several state and international
for Deaf and Hard of Hearing,
professional organizations
Low Vision and Blindness,
(Deafblind International,
Learning Behavior Specialist,
Association of College
Elementary Education, and
Educators—Deaf and Hard
Early Childhood Education.
of Hearing, Wisconsin AER,
She has worked as a teacher
and Council for Exceptional
for the Deaf, an itinerant
Children). She regularly writes
teacher for the visually
about and speaks on meeting
impaired, Developmental
the needs of children with
Therapist for Project Reach (IL deafblind project)
sensory disabilities and additional disabilities at local,
and the state of Indiana, Sign Language Interpreter,
national, and international conferences.

Allison Kroesch is an Assistant
Clinical Professor at Illinois
State University Department
of Special Education, as
well as a doctoral student.
Her research specialty area
includes teaching students
with severe disabilities using
technology and systematic
instruction. Allison is
currently serving on the
Council for Exceptional
Children Division for
Physical, Health, and Multiple
Disabilities Board. Prior to
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academia, she obtained her
Bachelor’s in Elementary
Education and her Master’s
in Special Education. She has
over 15 years of classroom
teaching experience from
kindergarten through
transition. Allison continues
to have a strong passion for
working with professionals
in both general and special
education classrooms for the
advancement of academic and
functional skills for students
with disabilities.
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Chapter 15 • Developing a Disposition for Reflective Practice
That Sustains Continuous Professional Learning
Dr. Sarah Ammerman is an
Associate Professor in the
Deaf Education and Hearing
Science (DEHS) Program
at the University of Texas
Health Science Center-San
Antonio and has been there
since 2009. She was formerly
a teacher the Clarke Schools
for Hearing and Speech
in Bryn Mawr, PA. Dr.
Ammerman has a dual-major
undergraduate degree in Deaf
Education (Comprehensive)
and Elementary Education,
a Master’s degree in Deaf

Sarah Ammerman, PhD

Education (Listening and
Spoken Language), and a
Doctoral degree in Special
Education with a minor
in Audiology. She has copresented and co-authored
on the topic of reciprocal
peer coaching/mentoring in
the professional preparation
and continuing education of
deaf education faculty and
is on the Public Advisory
Council for the National
Leadership Consortium
in Sensory Disabilities
(NLCSD).

Dr. Mary Ellen Nevins is
an experienced educator of
children who are deaf or hard
of hearing (D/HH). She is a
professor at the University of
Arkansas for Medical Sciences
and is the Director of the
Program in Auditory-Based
Intervention. Her attention
to and publications regarding
professional learning
for hearing and speech

Mary Ellen Nevins, EdD

professionals complement
her longstanding work with
children using listening
technologies to learn to listen,
talk, and read. Dr. Nevins
is recognized as a national
expert on educational issues
associated with children who
are D/HH learning to listen
and talk and the needs of the
professionals with whom they
work.
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Chapter 16 • Career Development & Adult Life
Dr. Megan Reister—a
former hearing itinerant and
special education teacher
for 8 years in Delaware
and Pennsylvania—was
responsible for deaf education,
transition services, and
early intervention services
prior to becoming a college
professor in North Carolina.
Dr. Reister—now an Ohio
resident—enjoys conducting
research, writing, and teaching
as a Professor in the Education
Department at Franciscan
University of Steubenville,
which is 45 minutes west
of Pittsburgh. Her primary
areas of research include

Megan Reister, PhD

self-advocacy and identity
in students with hearing
loss; itinerant teaching; and
fostering collaboration among
parents, general education,
and special education
teachers. She is passionate
about working with preservice
teachers to help them be the
best advocates they can be for
the children they will serve as
they fulfill their vocations as
teachers. Her other passion
lies within her family of
husband, Adam; young
daughter, Charlotte; and their
two pups. She may be reached
via email at mreister@
franciscan.edu.
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