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Why Is The Early Identification Of
Hearing Loss So Important?

LEADERSHIP

MISSION

= Babies who are bom with hearing loss,
if not identified and treatment started
within a few months of birth, do not de-
velop language normally,

= The goal of the Early Hearing Detection
and Intervention (EHDI) Project in
[daho is to maximize language, literacy
and communication development of
children who are hard of heanng or
deaf,

+ Audiological and medical evaluations
should progress before three months of
age. Infants with confirmed heanng
loss should receive intervention before
six months of age from health care and
educational professionals with exper-
tise in hearing lozs and deafness in in-
fants and young children.

= Cumently, approximately 98% of Idaho
babies are bom in hospitals with  umi-
versal newborn hearing screening pro-
grams. The EHDI grant allows moni-
toring of the infanis who are
referred from the screening progam to
ensure that they receive timely and ap-
propriate  diagnostic audiological
evaluations, and where necessary,
enrollment in early intervention  pro-
ETamsS.

= This EHDI grant expands newbom
heaning screening programs to more
hospitals in Idaho and develops a
sysiem wherehy all  infants, who need
if, receive limely and appropriate diag-
nostic evaluation and early intervention.
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I D595, Enitisted sctivitics which resulied im the
formation of the Idaho Newbom Heanng Screcning
Consamium

Principal Investigaor, EHDI Grant

To reduce the age of identification of  in-
fants with hearing loss to three months, or
no more than twelve months, in  accor-
dance with the Joint Commuission on In-
fant Heanng (JCIH) and the American
Academy of Pediatrics recommendations.
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Bee has a wealth of expenience working in health systems
in Idaho and is familiar with resources available through
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Diagnostic F‘:ﬂ'uiri-: Audiologist for 8 years
Coordinator of Universal Mewbom Hearing Screen-
ing programs at five hospitals with about 1/3 of the
births in [daho.

Clinic Manager and Supenvising Audiologist at Idaho
Elks Rehabilitation Hospatal.
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The goal of this project is to establish an
effective EHDI systemn for the state of Idaho
which can be sufficiently institutionalized by
the end of the four-year grant that it will be
maintained without extramural funding, such
25 will be provided by this grant.

The specific objectives that will be completed

by the end of four yvears are as follows:

=  00%+ of all newboms in Idaho will be
screened for hearing loss before they
are discharged from the hospital.

= [Infants who do not pass the screening test
will receive an audiological evaluation
by three months of age.

« Infants identified with a hearing loss will
be enrolled in an appropriate  early
intervention program before six months
of age.

=  All infants defected with a hearing loss
will be connected with a medical home.

+ Families of all newboms detected with
hearing loss will be provided & coltur-
ally-competent support.

= All families of newboms will have
adequate |:|ri1.':1!e and/or public insur-
ance to pay for newbom heaning screen-
ing and any necessary diagnostic and in-
tervention  services,
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I ID Hospitals Screening for Hearing Loss

* Bearlake Mem. Hosp, o Mountain View Hosp.
* Henewsh Comm. Hosp, +  Oneida County Hospital
® Binghkam Mem. Hosp. *  Portneuf RMC
* Bonner GenelHosp. St Alphonsus RMC
® Canbou Mem. Hosp. * 5t Benediet’s Fam MC
*  Cassia RMC s St Joseph's RMC
& Clearwater Valley = 5p Luke's Merdian

Hiosp. = 5S¢ Luke"s REMC
*  [astem [daho RMC * 5o Luke's Wood River
- I::lm':"""- MC = 5S¢ Many's Hosp,
s  Franklm Coonty MC *  Steele Memaorial Hosp.
. {"l'i-"'“-"“_:""c *  Syringa Comm. Hosp.
#  Kootenai MC »  Tewa Valley Hospital
= Madison Mem. Hosp, *  366th Wing Hosp,
*  Magic Valley RMC *  ‘Walter Knox Memaogial
*  McCall Mem, Hosp. Huspical
*  Mercy MC *  Weiser Mem Haip,
=  MiEnidoka Mem, Hogp, = West Valley BT

Eipureiary
(34.0F 35 Hosps. are screening)

The ldaho Early Heanng Detection znd [nterveniion
Project would like to invite you to be included on our
mailing Iist. The list will be wsed for EHDI guarierly

wiletters, Traiming Seminars and Cod I to
send out articles of interest. Please send your mailing and
email address by email to bigash@idhw state.id.us or fax
to fdaho Sound Beginnings Project at (208) 334-0952.

The names and addresses on they list will be kept
confidential and for EHDI project use only.

Cn Apnl 1, 2000, the [daho State Council for the
Deat and Hard of Hearing was awarded a four-
year grant totaling $377,226 to implement an
Early Hearing Detection and Intervention
Program (EHDI). During the first year of the
project, grants were given to hospitals to
implement UNHS programs. A network of
pediatric audiologists was organized to provide
diagnostic evaluations. Data management and
tracking software was given to hospitals, and a
statewide database was started to follow up on
babies who are referred for further testing,

Idaho State Council for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Idaho Sound Beginnings (EHDI) Project
1720 Westgate Drive, Suite A
Boise, ID 83704

(208) 334-0829 or (800) 433-1323 voice
(208) 334-0803 or (800) 433-1361 TTY
(208) 334-0952 Fax

For more www2.state.ld.us/cdhh
information,

chack our www.infanthearing.org
wel-stes:
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