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When vour newborn
has a “Refer Result”
from a newborn
hearing screening...

What should you do now?

A Parent's Guide
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The Earlier, The Better

Knowing about hearing loss as eardy as
possible helps your baby get the special
amtention needed for language and social
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The following could all be reasons why your
Baby had a “refer result™ from the first

hearing screening:

MNoise in the room

Fluid in vour babys car

»  Movement of vour baby

¢ An actual hearing loss

The newborm hearing screening is nol a
complete hearing test, Out of 13,600 babies
borm in Maine each year, about 300 will
require follow-up  testing  and  about
50 babies will have some form of heanng
loss. Without newbomn hearing screening. a
hearing loss may go undetected for years,
More than 90% of the babies born with
hearing  loss have no family history  of

hearing loss.

Bubics who have a hearing loss can develop

to their full potential with carly intervention.

YOUR BABY WAS REFERRED FOR
MORE TESTING.

Wihen your baby has a “refer result™ it docs not
always mepn that your baby has 2 hearing loss,
A refer result”™ only means that more Lesting 15

needed 1o find out what your baby con hear.

It 15 imporant to have follow-up westing done as
soon  as possible. A pediotne  sodiologist
{hearing specialist) will do the special follow-up
festing  needed to know  more  abowl  yvour

baby’s heanng.

Your baby s doctor or hospital can tell you when

el where to get the follow-up wsting .

An appointment has been scheduled for your
baby for follow-up testing.

Diute: Tamme:

Provider:

Auddness:

FPhone:

What Happens Mext?

An appointment for follow-up
testing should be scheduled as
soon as possible and before your haby is
three months old, It s very important (o keep
this appointment.  If vou can not keep this
appointment, please tell your doctor right away
or ¢all the Maine Mewborn Hearing Program at
VOICE (207) 287-8427 or 1-BM-698-3624
TTY (207) 287-8015 or 1-500- 438-3514.

Prepare Your Baby

It will help il your baby is asleep during the
:I'nllnw-up ln:.tting. Here are some tips 1 help:

* 'I'r:.' not to let your baby nap near the time

of the visit.

¢ Feed your baby when you arrive for the

testing. This may make your baby sleepy.

#  Bring a blanket. extra dinpers and anything
that will help your baby be comfortable.

What Will Happen After My Visit?

It is very important to follow throwgh with any
recommendations from your audiologist and
vour baby's doctor. Your baby's doctor and
audiologist will help you know about the
next steps for you and your baby.




What should I do belore the
follow-up testing?

Communicating with veur child is a

Jovlul experence. Babies are ready

froom the  mamue  they are bhormn
regardless of their ability o hear,

Every day is importani!

Whether or not your baby has a heanng loss,
vour baby will need lots of love and attention.
Even babics who can’t hear you respond to your
touch and your eves. Using your voice, loving
touch and smiling Guee are all very important

wiys of commumcaing with your child,

How will I pay for the follow-up testing?

Many insurance companics cover 1he cost of
sudiology diagnostic testing. MaineCare wall cover
sudiological  evaluntion  services  [or  cligible

childeen,

A Bureaw  of  Health  Program  known  as
The Children with Special Health Needs Program
may help cover e cost of the esting. You may
contiet them wl @ G207 2ET-5139 or 1-RH-608-3624 or
TTY: (207)287-8015 or 1-BO0-438-3504 w0 md ow

e

Il you have gquestions sboul INSUrEe coverige for
audiological testing, please be sure 10 check wilh
your insurance company or with the audiologist

before vour appointment.

Mane Ihw esiabhishbed ahe Mone Newborn
Hearing Program in the vear 2000 The purpose
Llf the program i-. | [ TS T lhill i|.|] M:linu
familics. caregivers and  their  children have
mformation amd access 1w pewborn henning
SETCEnings.

Slalne Mewhorn Hearing Sercending Program
Degurtmsent of Humnn Services
Dureaw of Health
Division of Family Healils
11 Stte House Station
Angusia ME 043330001
VOO 2875057 ar 1-HiHkGE- M2

TTY 287-8015 ar 1-500-434.5514
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